‘The Return of The Arcadian Shepheards’

An Exhibition of Pen & Ink Drawings After Nicholas Poussin by David Osbaldeston Artranspennine 2003

Four pen and wash drawings that supposedly take their cue from Poussin’s work ‘The Arcadian Shepheards’ are presented somewhere inside a country village public library set in the heart of Britains’ 1st established National Park, The Derbyshire Peak District.
To Be Held at Hayfield Public Library

    Friday June 6th --- Friday July the 4th
(Please Note Limited Opening Times)

Hayfield Public Library

HAYFIELD

KINDER ROAD

HAYFIELD

HIGH PEAK

DERBYSHIRE SK22 2HS

Telephone: 01663 743508

Opening Hours:

Monday: 2:00pm - 5:00pm, 5:30pm - 7:00pm

Tuesday: 2:00pm - 5:00pm

Wednesday: CLOSED
Thursday: CLOSED
Friday: 10:00am - 12:00pm, 2:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturday: CLOSED

      ‘The Return Of The Arcadian Shepheards’

        David Osbaldeston,  Artranspennine 2003   

Four pen and wash drawings that supposedly take their cue from Poussin’s work ‘The Arcadian Shepheards’ are presented somewhere inside a country village public library set in the heart of Britains’ 1st established National Park, The Derbyshire Peak District.

Poussin’s painting describes the moment of discovery of a tomb by the Arcadian Shepherds in the presence of an anodyne river god.  The tomb is poigniantly inscribed with the words ‘In Arcadia Et Ego’ (even in Arcadia(there)am I) and presents the shepherds, with an active confrontation with mortality in the midst of a mythological rural bliss.

What strikes us most however is not the recognition that the tomb is unidentified; that the unknown occupants of the tomb mourn their own passing of life, and so by definition we will too.  But that the painting mysteriously questions the very nature of earthly paradise through an allegory that has embedded itself in Western culture since the Virgil.  

The show’s premise resides in the juxtaposition of the shopping centre (The Trafford Centre, Manchester) as a site that subverts the notion of authentic experience through the idea of a constructed earthly paradise.  Whose architecture relies upon the idea that art, or more accurately the signs of ‘art’, can be used to act as some form of compliment to the wider capitalist agenda; where the imitation of art is thrown back into the face of the actual - The genre of classicism, by tradition of course is often employed to do this.

Where in contrast, the library affords an opportunity as a public site for the experience of culture together with the embodiement of any community’s cultural needs. What perhaps makes Poussin a useful link here is not only the idea of classicism, but the idea of Arcadia; whether from the perspective of the abundant tree lined avenues of The Trafford Centre, to perhaps more tellingly, the idea of romantic escapement to an increasingly non-existent rural idyll, as seductive then as now.

NB…(Poussin’s ‘Arcadian Shepheards’ 1629 is part of the collection of the Duke of Devonshire, and is on view at Chatsworth House, nr Baslow, Derbyshire)…Directions from Hayfield…A624 to Chapel en le Frith, A623 to Baslow

See venue and opening times attatched.

