PRESS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
'SOUVENIR'

by Pippa Hale

until 21 August 2003

an Artranspennine03 project

Walk down the main shopping street in Leeds city centre and you could be in Manchester, Liverpool or Hull, or anywhere in the UK for that matter. Our high streets are saturated with the same shops, cafés and bars all selling the same brands of clothing labels, coffee and alcopops.

Nowadays, even the tourist industry uses standardised promotional gifts to carry their civic or regional logos and promote cities and counties. ‘Souvenir’ by Leeds based artist Pippa Hale, takes this a step further by drawing on an area’s sameness rather than its unique historical, cultural or natural interests to represent cities in the transpennine region.

She has created a unique set of limited edition mugs which depict generic high street scenes in Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds and Hull and located them in display cabinets in gallery shops of each aforementioned city.

This humorous intervention raises serious questions about our globalised desires and products, and about the role of culture and cultural institutions in defining civic and regional difference.

The project is part of the hijacked Artranspennine brand originally established with a large scale exhibition by the Henry Moore Institute and Tate Liverpool in 1998. Artranspennine03 is curated by Nick Crowe and Ian Rawlinson and maintains the original remit of presenting the very best in contemporary public art, by bringing together 50 artists working across public sites between Liverpool and Hull.

Pippa Hale was one of six artists involved in the exhibition Last Few Days in the Merrion Centre Leeds in May which drew upon retail marketing techniques to locate, promote and document the work. She is also artist in residence at East Street Arts new visual arts centre due to open in Leeds next year.

Mugs are for sale.

For information about Souvenir or Artranspennine 03, go to <http://www.artranspennine.org>www.artranspennine.org

Opening hours:

Walker Art Gallery

William Brown Street, Liverpool L3 8EL

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 12-5pm

<http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker>www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker

Leeds City Art Gallery

The Headrow, Leeds LS1 1AA

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Wednesday 10am-8pm

Sunday 1-5pm

<http://www.leeds.gov.uk/artgallery>www.leeds.gov.uk/artgallery

Manchester Art Gallery

Mosley Street, Manchester M2 3JL

Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm

Closed Mondays except bank holidays

<http://www.manchestergalleries.org>www.manchestergalleries.org

The Ferens Art Gallery

Queen Victoria Square, Kingston-upon-Hull HU1 3RA

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 1.30-4.30pm

<http://www.hullcc.gov.uk/ferens>www.hullcc.gov.uk/ferens

www.artranspennine.org

Souvenir press enquiries to 0771 4098952 or pippahale@yahoo.co.uk
Artranspennine press enquiries to 07939 566569 or 07932 781536 or <mailto:press@artranspennine.org>press@artranspennine.org
